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Friends of Hope, 

What a busy 2011 we have had!  It has been such a pleasure 

to be here with all of you for our first Advent/ & Christmas 

Season.  It has been a wonderful time to cherish.  

 

Life at Hope is not only busy, but exciting!  We enjoy our time 

together in faith and in life.  We worship the Lord, join in 

service and have lots of fun along the way. 

 

This season we have enjoyed a great deal of  fun and service 

ð Through the Mission Musical Benefit, Silent Auction and 

Mission Marketplace, much fun and donations have been 

received for mission and the ministries of Hope.  We have a lot  

to be thankful for. 

 

We have also had a blast during the Largo Central Park 

Holiday Stroll, Barbara Johnson Christmas Village tour  and 

Hope Christmas Light Tour.  

 

And who could forget the beautiful Childrenôs Christmas 

Musical and the Christmas Eve Cantata!  What a proclamation 

of Godôs Word and the Birth of Jesus has been proclaimed this 

Christmas Season.  We even added in our first Blue Christmas 

service for those who struggle with grief and sadness during 

the holiday time.   

 

As I look forward to 2012, I see many wonderful opportunities 

for Spiritual learning and growth, worship and celebration and 

fellowshipping.  I also see the bright future of Hope Church as 

we continue to welcome the many visitors who worship with us 

both first-timers and regular visitors.  

A PASTORAL WORD           
By: Reverend Laura C. Kelsey 

 
In the next couple months we will begin to integrate a new 

Hope program that we believe will be very beneficial into the 

regular life of Hope.  Look for future conversations and 

information on: "On The City".  The leaders of Hope believe 

that with the help of The City we will better connect with our 

visitors, winters and members.  There will naturally be more 

ways to support and connect and to share the love of Christ 

with our new and old friends.    

 

One year ago, neither you nor I knew that we would be here 

together on this journey of life, but God knew. God knew who 

we are and what was needed at Hope Church.  God knew 

what challenges were next for the Kelsey family.  God knew 

that we really would enjoy all that Florida has to offer.  And 

what fun there is to be had! 

 

2012 gives us more opportunities to trust what God is doing 

and the blessings yet to be unfolded.  Psalm 139:14 says: "I 

praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Your 

works are wonderful, I know that full well."   May we embrace 

God's work in our midst and say "Yes" to God's work and plan 

for our world. 

 
Many Blessings,  

Laura  
The Rev. Laura C. Kelsey 
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CHILDRENôS PROGRAMS 

KIDS FOR CHRIST & W.N.A. 

KFC meets 2nd & 4th Sundays following worship 

until 2pm. We are also having our Wednesday Night 

Alive Kids Program from 6:30 to 7pm with the Childrenôs     

Rejoice Choir following from 7:00 - 7:30 p.m.  The programs 

are for kids 1st-5th grade. Any questions please contact Amy 

Belden. Thank you. 

Upcoming Fellowship & Outreach Events 
 

PERKINS DINNER: Come for fellowship & fun to the Perkins 
on Gulf to Bay at 5:30 PM on the First Sat. each month (Jan. 
7th). Hope also enjoys a 20% contribution from Perkins on 
receipts turned into a Fellowship Ministry representative. 
 

MEN OF HOPE!: Calling all men, join us the 2nd Sat. of every 
month for some male bonding and prayer time plus a great 

breakfast. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
In January we return to our 3 circles studying 

from the Beatitudes, Blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will 

be filled, Matthew 5:6, led by Martha Huntley. 

First Thursdays (Jan. 5th) at 10:30am, 2nd Saturdays (Jan 

14th) at 9am, and 2nd Wednesdays (Jan 11th) at 6:30 pm.  

All ladies are invited and warmly welcome! 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

January 1, 2012 First Sunday after Christmas 

Scripture:  Jeremiah 3; Philippians 3 
Message:   New Yearôs Resolution: Resolving to Use our 
  God-given Gifts 
Preaching:  Deacon Tim Larance 
Special Focus:  New Yearôs Day 
  

January 8, 2012 Baptism of the Lord 

Scripture:  Genesis 1:1-5; Mark 1:4-11 
Message: ñJesusô Proud Parentò 
Preaching:   Rev. Laura C. Kelsey 
Special Focus:  Holy Communion 
  

January 15, 2012 Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
Message:   ñBeing the Body of Christò 
Preaching:  Rev. Laura C. Kelsey 
Special Focus:  A Word to the Church Sermon Series: Wk 1 
  

January 22, 2012 Third Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Message: ñMarriage?ò 
Preaching:   Rev. Laura C. Kelsey 
Special Focus: A Word to the Church Sermon Series: Wk 2 
  

January 29, 2012 Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Message: ñFreedom in Christò 
Preaching:   Rev. Laura C. Kelsey 
Special Focus: A Word to the Church Sermon Series: Wk 3 
  

February 5, 2012 ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY 
  Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
Message: ñKeeping Our Bearings on Christò 
Preaching: Rev. Laura C. Kelsey 
Special Focus: A Word to the Church Sermon Series: Wk 4 

YOUNG AT HEART 

Join our group on 2nd and 4th Thursdays!  

The 2nd Thursday this month is January 12th, it 
will be our wonderful potluck luncheon followed by 
an awesome game of pass the package! Bring a 

friend, a dish to share, and a gently used gift to pass. 
 

The 4th Thursday this month is January 26th, it will be held at 
Kally Kôs (1600 Main St.) in Dunedin. We will meet at church 
to carpool at 11:30a.m. for a noon lunch. Contact Carol 
Hallstein (727-535-7243) with questions.   

Volume 15, Issue 1  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE 
The 1st meal of each month will be Pot Luck with table service 
and drinks provided. The remaining Wednesday Meals will be 
deluxe prepared meals. If you pay $9 on the 1st Wednesday it 
will cover the three paid meals at just $3 each. If you pay after 
that the price is $4 each.  Meals start at 5:45 PM. The Bible 
study is great and begins at 6:35 PM. Come join the fun.  

MISSION PROJECTS 
In January our Mission Emphasis is collecting disposable   
diapers for toddlers, sizes, 3, 4, 5; and baby wipes; Cleaning 
products for Grace House (there will be a collection box in the 
Narthex). Jan. 14 at Largo Community Center we will join in a 
day of service to organize food packages for hungry families in 
the Tampa Bay area. ñMeals of Hopeò is the name of this 
event, we will be donating food items and helping to package 
them as well. Please sign up in the Narthex to attend and help. 



Sunday School Adult Classes on  

Sunday Mornings 9 :00am 
Wired Word 

Led by: Martha Huntley, Bob Stevens   

(Hambley Hall) 
 

 

Growing Older and Wiser 

Led by Mark Abdo (Hambley Hall) 
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 ¯ÆÓÚÆ×Þd§Î×ÙÍÉÆÞ̃ØdÆÓÉd¦ÓÓÎÛÊ×ØÆ×ÎÊØ 

 1/5   LaRae Weaver      1/17   Karen Stevens  

 1/7   Jeffrey B. & Shelley Young    1/19   Sue Graham 

 1/8   Bob Stevens      1/26   Ralph Baker  

   Kyle Quattlebaum     1/27   Amaya Phillips  

 1/11   Jim Barr       1/28   Kevin & Pam Horvet  

 1/12   Betty Mcleod      1/29   Abby Wyatt

 1/14   Jeremy Kelsey  

 1/15   Mary Ann Hough  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
   

  November   JanðNov. 30, 2011 

 

Receipts 12,180.40   143,833.71 

Expenses 15,605.39   155,365.35    

Total  (3,424.99)    (11,531.64)        

 

87.9% Pledges current as of November 30, 2011 

Interested in Joining our 
Wednesday Afternoon Lunch 
Prayer Group, meeting at 
Noon?    

 Contact Chris Howard  

      or Bob Stevens  
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BOOK CLUB 
 

 The Hope Book Club ƘŀŘ ƎƻƻŘ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
Thursday, Jan. 12 at 7 
p.m.  The book is The 
Collectibles ōȅ WŀƳŜǎ WΦ 
YŀǳŦƳŀƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŀƴ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴǎ 
ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 
ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 

 ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ϦŎƻƭƭŜŎǝōƭŜǎΦϦ Lǘϥǎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘǎ ǇǊŜǧȅ ŦŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘϥǎ ƻƴƭȅ ϷнΦфф ƛƴ YƛƴŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
bhhY ŜŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ IŀǇǇȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΗ 
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Hope KIDS 

KORNER  

January 2011  

Page 4 



The Good News  

Page 5 

 ANNUAL CHECK-UP  

Do you have an annual check-up planned for 
2012? Most people dread going for an annual 
check-up; we worry about our blood       
pressure, weight, knowing we've gained a 
few pounds since last year. We wish we had 
kept up the health club membership and daily 
walking! And what happened to eating 
healthier? Oh, well, it's just once a year, 
right?!  

What if we had an annual check-up in the 
church? We might have to admit the need to 
change and most of us wouldn't want to   
confront that. Maybe we should be          
concerned about our spiritual health. How  
often do we pray? And when was the last 
time we opened our Bibles? Are we as faithful 
to  serving in ministries or have our lives   
gotten too busy?  

Spiritual life takes time and most of us don't 
have time left over for non -essentials. Maybe 
nobody will notice, after all, we're really not 
accountable to anyone, (pause) are we?  

May God forgive our indulgences, our lapses, 
our excuses and our justifications. May He 
encourage us to care for our  bodies, our 
minds and souls. And may He help us to    
remember that we ARE indeed accountable 
to one another and most of all to HIM!  

If you're looking for ways to nurture your 
spiritual lifeé  

Hope's Music Ministry  

has opportunities for you in 2012!  

Hˉnʬɧʮʶʕ Ch˛˔ʞ ɼʮɯeˉrsʨʕ ˛ʘ Tʀes-
dˉʦÙʟ 7:˪0 Ô 8:˪0 ʜ.ʗ. ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ Ch˛˔ʞ 
Ro˛ʗ. A˚y˛ɶʍ ˔nɾˏɼesɾeʋ ˔ʘ ˠ˔n˒˔nʐ 
ɼe˒˃lˉʿ˗ʦ ˛ʞ aʟ ʆ ˡ˃bsˢiˢuɾʍ ʽɳeaɽʍ 
c˛ntacʠ Mˉʿɳˏɶʍ Abdʙ @ 461- ˮ495.  

H˛ɺʍÙʟ W˛rˀ˓˔ʜ Ch˛˔ʞ ˦ʳʶʕ ɧe˒˔ʘ ˞ɼˏ-
pˉˠ˔nʐ f˛ʞ ˁɯʍ ˤpc˛˙˔nʐ Easɾˏʞ Cˉn-
tatʆ! N˛ʤ iʟ ʆ ˒ɼeaʠ ˢ˔ɵʍ tʙ j˛˔ʘ ˔ʘ 
ɼʮɯeˉrˡ˔nʐ ˛ʘ Weˍɶesdˉʦ ˏʁˏ˚˔ngʟ 
7:45 Ô 9:˪0 ʜ.ʗ. ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ Sˉncˢuˉˠʦ.  

Plˉʦ ʆ ˙uˡicʨʕ ˔nsˢˠˤɵˏnʠ ˛ʞ ˗ʳɲʍ tʙ 
ˡ˔nʐ aʟ ʆ sʺl˛isʠ ˛ʞ ˔ʘ ˉʘ ˏnɽˏʸʪɳʍ? 
c˛ntacʠ Mˉʿɳˏɶʍ Abdʙ  

*Rˏj˛iɨʍ Ch˛˔ʞ (1sʠ -  5ˁʑ ˒raɩʍ) ˦ʳʶʕ 
ɧe˒˔ʘ ɼʮɯeˉrˡ˔nʐ ˁɯʍ ÖNaˢˤɼʍ Wʨʶʔ× 
˙uˡicʨʕ tʙ ɧʍ ɺˏrf˛ˠɵeʋ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ 
S˞ˠ˔nʐ 2012! Rˏj˛iɨʍ Ch˛˔ʞ ɵɫetʟ ˔ʘ 
ˁɯʍ Ch˛˔ʞ Ro˛ʗ ˏʁˏˠʦ Weˍɶesdˉʦ, 7-
7:30 ʜ.ʗ.  

Lʳɲʍ tʙ ˡ˔nʐ ˢraˍiˢi˛nʨʕ ˓˨˙nʟ ˉnʋ 
ˋˠiʱhɾˏʘ ᴇɯˏʞ ɺe˛ʽɳeʟ ˗˔ʁeʟ?, j˛˔ʘ ˁɯʍ 
ɾeˉʗ aʠ Tɰˏˠrʆ P˔ɶeʟ Nˤrˡ˔nʐ H˛ɵʍ 
ˏʁˏˠʦ 2nʋ ˉnʋ 4ˁʑ Sˤndˉʦ ᴗ ˁɯʍ 
m˛nˁʑ 2:30 Ô 3:30 ˞ʗ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ ˍ˔˚˔nʐ 
hʨʶʕ.  

 

 BELL POLISHING PARTY!  

Tue., January 17, 2012 7:00 -8:00pm  

Calendar for Worship:  

 1/1/12  No Choirs  

 1/8/12  Worship Choir  

 1/15/12  Handbell  Choir  

    Worship Choir  

 1/22/12  Rejoice Choir  

    Worship Choir  

 1/29/12  Worship Choir  
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Hope Presbyterian Church 

1698 S. Belcher Rd. 

Clearwater, FL 33764 

www.Hopefamily.com 

The Mission of Hope Church is to love and serve 

 Jesus Christ, one another, and our neighbors. 

GOOD NEWS OF HOPE  

January 2012  

Deadline: 20th of each month  

Rev. Laura C. Kelsey, Pastor 

Sunday School 9am 

Worship 10:15 am 

 Pastoral emergency (727) 748-2691 

 Office Hours 

M.-Friday.: 9:30a.m.ð1:30p.m. 

Phone: 727-531-3200 

Fax: 727-535-1200 

E-mail:Office@HopeFamily.com 


